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in output of energy, as disiinct from mere physical disparity, of the Physical
two sides of the body. On the larger side the body-temperature has dwerences
often been found to be higher and the teeth may appear earlier and
the hair and nails grow more vigorously.
(3)—Morbid Anatomy
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The asymmetry probably affects all the tissues, although fcin those
cases which have come to necropsy the histologic study of the hyper-
trophied organs shows that the
increase in bulk is due chiefly to
an overgrowth of connective tissue1
(Gesell, 1921). Several more recent
authors have proved radiographic-
ally that the bones at any rate
are longer and thicker on the side
of the hypertrophy. There are not
any changes in the density of the
bones nor any other evidence that
they are not perfectly normal.
(4)—Clinical Picture
fig. 63.—Hemiatrophy of right upper
and lower extremities.
(From American Journal of Diseases
of Children, 1933)
A few of the reported cases have
been noticed at birth, the limbs,
the ear, and the face of one side
being obviously bigger than on the
opposite side. Many cases have not
attracted attention until the child
begins to walk (see Fig. 63), when
the asymmetry is shown by an ob-
vious limp. In some of the milder
cases, particularly those in which
only one limb is affected, the asym-
metry is not observed at all by the patient or his relatives until it is
brought into prominence by some chance accident.
The patient may seek medical advice on account of other congenital
anomalies, and hemihypertrophy may then be discovered for the first
time. This point should be borne in mind in the examination of any
person found to have some congenital defect, particularly in cases of
unexplained mental deficiency. Muscular power on the larger side is
either not increased at all or so little as to be negligible. Sensory, motor,
and reflex functions of the nervous system are normal on both sides.
anomalies
The commonest associated congenital anomaly is in the cutaneous Associated
blood-vessels, multiple telangiectases and extensive naevi of the 'port-
wine stain' type being often present. These are not particularly related
to one side of the body. Cryptorchidism, hypospadias, polydactylism,
and congenital heart disease have also been recorded. Mental deficiency
of all grades to complete idiocy has been found.

